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and flocks. It is unlikely, however, that they were able
to master the whole of Latium, and they were certainly
unable to force their culture upon the Latin inhabitants of
Rome. It may be inferred that the Latin nation had by this
time a special culture of their own and, perhaps, a system of
writing of their own—both borrowed from the Greeks. But
Etruscan domination was beneficial to Rome : she ceased to
be a settlement of armed herdsmen, husbandmen, and traders,
and became a city like the Etruscan and Latin cities, her
neighbours; she surrounded herself with a rampart, and
extended and consolidated her commercial relations, especially
with Carthage. As the chief centre of Etruscan predominance
in Latium, Rome now for the first time aspired to be the
controlling power not only over the plain of Latium but over
the whole country.
It must be supposed that some changes took place in the
constitution during the period of Etruscan superiority : the
aristocracy was strengthened and made more exclusive; it
became richer, and part of the population became economic-
ally dependent on the great families. To Etruria, apparently,
was due the very name of the city—Roma being derived
from the Etruscan rwna—-and also the division of the commu-
nity into three * gentile * tribes with Etruscan names—Titles,
Ramnes, and Luceres; and the curiae became at the same
time subdivisions of the tribes. Under Etruscan influence
the king's power also was more precisely defined. It con-
sisted of the imperium, or supreme civil and military authority,
based on the king's right to ascertain by divination (auspicium)
the will of the gods. The symbol of this absolute authority,
which gave the king power of life and death, was a two-
headed axe enclosed in a bundle (fastis) of rods. The king
was always preceded by six or twelve of these axes, carried
by special attendants called ' lictors'. This regal ceremonial
was introduced by the Etruscans from Asia Minor, where
the axe had been from time immemorial the symbol of the
supreme deity (text-fig. I, p. 14). To the same time, probably,
must be referred the exclusive right of the aristocracy to serve
in the army. It was their interest to admit to the army as
few persons as possible who were not included in the aristo-
cratic tribes.
It can hardly be said that Etruscan supremacy at Rome was
put down by force, that they were expelled from Latium and

